He r e S Hb Published in Fellowship by the Chicago eArea Service e Assenbly

VOLUME LV ISSUE NO 4

History of A.C.O.

The All Chicago Open, held annually
near the anniversary of the first Aa
meeting in the Chicago area in (Septem-
ber 21, 1939), is a successor to the spe-
cial-anniversary meetings organized by
the Chicago Metropolitan Group at its
Tuesday night downtown meeting place.

This large group, developed by the
first AA members in the area, organized
special programs for the anniversary
during the years before 1957: especially
for the fourth, tenth, sixteenth, and sev-
enteenth anniversaries.

With the open meeting concept hav-
ing grown since 1948, the All Chicago
Open was held October 22, 1957 at the
32 W. Randolph 14th-floor meeting hall,
which seated 1,800 people. The three-
speaker tradition was in effect at the first
Open, which was a celebration of the
18th anniversary of Aa in Chicago. The
same location was used for the 1958 and
1960 Opens.

In 1959, to celebrate the 20th anni-
versary, the Open was a dinner dance
held at the Medinah Temple. The Open
moved to McCormick Place in 1961
(until 1978), and was held in various
rooms: the Assembly Hall, the Lind-
heimer Room, 66 East Chicago Room,
and Arie Crown Theatre. Attendance
ranged from 1,300 to 4,300 people.

The 1973 Open was held at Lane
Technical High School. Medinah Tem-
ple, at 6oo N. Wabash, again hosted the
Open from 1979 until 1984. Capacity at-
tendance there was 4,300.

In 1985, the Open moved to the
Pavilion of the University of Illinois at
Chicago, Racine and Harrison, with a
capacity of 10,000 people. Except dur-
ing the years 1991 through 1993, when
the Rosemont Horizon was used, and
Opens have been held at this location.

The Chicago Area Service Assembly
(casa), which succeeded the Rotating
Committee of the Chicago Metro- poli-
tan Group, continues as sponsor of the
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Alcoholics Anonymous

September 18, 2004

Doors Open: 6:00 PM
Concession & Literature: 6:00-7:30PM
Meeting: 8:00PM

Parking: Cars—$7

Annual celebration
of the first AA
meeting in Chicago

eSpecial seating for old timers 20+ years
eSimultaneous Spanish interpretation with an FM
pocket radio and earphones

eInterpretacion simultanea al espanol por radios
portatiles FM con audiofonos

eMeeting will be signed for the hearing impaired for
those wearing hearing aids with a “T” switch an
audio loop will amplify sound

UIC Pavilion

Racine & Harrison
Non Smoking Facility
Buses—$10

Directions: From the NORTH, take the Kennedy to the Eisenhower, exiting
immediately on Morgan St. south to Harrison, then west to Racine. From

the SOUTH, take the Dan Ryan to Taylor St. west to Racine, then north to

Harrison. From the WEST, exit the Eisenhower south on Racine. From the
EAST, exit the Eisenhower south to Harrison then east to Racine.

Open, encouraging the reunion of Old-
timers and the introduction of Begin-
ners at this meeting;

The Open features two speakers
(usually from the Chicago atea), a
countdown of years of sobriety, Sev-
enth Tradition collection, the sale of
literature — and, starting in 1995, no
smoking within the Pavilion. Since
1986, a date in September has been re-
served for the big meeting, which is sup-
ported solely by contributions from the
attendees.

—Archives Committee

DATES TO REMEMBER

District One Sponsorship Workshop -August 28
(Saturday, 1-4 P.m.) St. Luke’s Academy, 1500 W. Bel-
mont. This seminar is free and open to anyone who
wants to know more about sponsorship. For info, con-
tact District One Chair, Tara H. (773/677-5208)

Nooners Annual Picnic —August 29
(Sunday, 11 A.M. ‘til dark) Columbus and Balboa Drive
(Grant Park). Food, Fun and Fellowship.

Sponsorship Seminar-September 3 & 4

(Friday, 7-10 P.M.; Saturday, 9 A.M.—10 P.M.)Ramada
Plaza Hotel, 6600 N. Mannheim, Rosemont, IL. Hosted
by Districts 9/17 and 7. For information, call Don B.
(815/469-4038) or James L. (847/875-5469).

Illinois Statewide Corrections Conference—24-26
September (Begins Friday at 7:00 P.Mm. and ends Sun-
day at noon) Holiday Inn Morris, 200 Gore Rd, Morris,
IL. Presented by the Combined Correctional Facilities
Committees of Alcoholics Anonymous Chicago Area 19,
Northern Illinois Area 20, & Southern Illinois Area 21.
For more information & special needs, call Julia G.
(630/858-2535) or Anna Christina (773/677-4321).



Here’s How

SEPTEMBER—OCTOBER

Chicago Area

Service Office
200 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 501
Chicago, 1L 60601
TELEPHONE: 312-346-1475
ALSO
800-371-1475
FACSIMILE: 312-346-5477
E-MAIL: caso@chicagoaa.org
WEBSITE: http://www.chicagoaa.org

Here’s How
Newsletter

Here’s How is published six times a year by
the Chicago Area Service Assembly (cAsA) of
AAin the interest of greater unity of the
75,000+ members and 3,200+ groups in the
Chicago/Suburban Area.

Address all communications to:
Here’s How
200 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 501
Chicago, IL 60601
OR
e-mail: hereshow@chicagoaa.org

*Opinions expressed herein are individual and
do not necessarily reflect the thinking of AA or
CAsA as a whole.

eThe mailing list of Here’s How subscribers is
not made available for sale to any outside en-
tity.

oThe suggested contribution to Here’s How is
only $5.00 annually. A contribution form can
be found on the back of this issue.

Alcoholics Anonymous and AA
are registered trademarks of
AA World Services, Inc

Letter from the Board

If you are a regular reader of FHere’s How,
you’ve undoubtedly noticed changes in
the look and feel of the newsletter when
you picked up this month’s edition. In-
deed, changes are underway, as we con-
tinue the work of making Here’s Howa
valuable source of recovery experience,
strength, hope and service information
for the Chicago-area Aa membership.
We would like, first and foremost, to
thank Don G. for his service and com-
mitment as editor of Here’s How for the
past 12 years. Don put great effort into
producing a newsletter that was fun,
helpful and informative, and we would
like to continue that as we work to grow

the visibility of this newsletter among
Chicago AA.

But, as with all things related to 12-
Step recovery, we cannot do this alone.
If you have been a regular reader of
Here’s How, we welcome your feedback
concerning the changes we have made.
We realize that this newsletter has been
different things to many of you, and we
want to make sure and keep doing the
right stuff, while adding and changing in
a effort to make Here’s How relevant to
as many AAs as we can.

If this is your first time picking up
Here’s How, ot least your first time in a
long time, we invite you to stay, and help
us grow. Please send us your personal
stories (related to a4, please), service
opportunities and A A-related events,
and most importantly, your feedback.
We invite you to subsctibe to Here’sHow,
and then send us a story. After all, every-
one loves to see their name in print.

—Jason L.

I
CASO Corner

JUNE, 2004

What is the Chicago Area
Service Oftice
and what does it do?

The purpose of the Office is to provide
the infrastructure — the resources — so
that the fellowship can carry out its 12-
Step work. caso is directly responsible
to the Chicago Area Service Assembly
(casa), the Group Conscience of the
AA fellowship in Chicago as a whole.
Our staff of seven “Special Workers”
[see Tradition 8] is the link that enables
the aa’s in Chicago to carry out AA’s pri-
mary purpose of carrying the message
to the alcoholic who still suffers. We do
that by:

Setting up and operating an Office
Volunteer system that ensures the AA
phone lines are answered 24/7/365. Vol-
unteers answer the telephones from
9AM to 9PM every day. From gpm to
9AM, the 24-Hour Telephone Commit-
tee takes up the task and answers the
telephones from home.

Through the caso Bookstore, we
provide aa literature and other recov-
ery-related literature and materials to the
entire Midwest. We are the primary
source of literature to the Groups and
individuals in the Chicago area. We also
provide literature and related items to
Treatment Centers, Churches, Schools,
Hospitals, the Courts, Alano Clubs and
many more non-AA facilities and indi-
viduals.

Three times a year, we print and dis-
tribute the directories of meetings of all
the thousands of Groups in the greater
Chicago area. That includes meetings in
English, Spanish and Polish. caso is
here to help the Groups get started, run
smoothly, and keep going. We also coot-
dinate how Groups connect with other
Groups and A A as a whole. We do that
through the Districts and the Area As-
sembly and its Committees.

We help the Chicago Area Commit-
tees to carry the message into schools,
to conventions and to the public in gen-
eral. We provide a bridge for profession-
als, such as doctors, lawyers, judges,
alcohol-treatment professionals, and
therapists, to learn about aa. We help
AA’s carry the message into jails and
correctional facilities and into hospitals
and treatment facilities. We help ensure
that there is some structure for “bridg-
ing the gap” between the time someone
is released from prison or treatment and
when they get to their next AA meeting,

The Central Office is key to setting
up and running Conferences and work-
shops for aa’s. The biggest event we
conduct is the All Chicago Open meet-
ing, which will be held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 18th this year.

We collect, account for and pay out,
all the fellowship’s money in Chicago
and the suburbs. This, by itself, is a huge
task and requites, diligence, honesty, ac-
curacy and persistence.

Caso is the primary source of infor-
mation to the fellowship. We ensure the
Here’s Howis printed and sent out. We
mail thousands of fliers and informa-
tional materials to Groups all over
northern Illinois. These include event
fliers, meeting minutes, meeting notices,
receipts for contributions, verifications
of Group, District and Area informa-
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tion and much more.

Caso has fellowship materials trans-
lated to ensure everyone can be included
in Chicago AA.

Special Contributions Canpaign
That is why Caso continues to ask
Groups to make a Special Contribution
as soon as possible to help us clear the
fiscal hurdles we face. We are asking
every Group to be as generous as they
possibly can.

We are doing more than we have ever
done before. We are working hard to
earn your respect through meeting the
needs of the fellowship. To do that, we
have hired more staff, updated our com-
puter and non-computer equipment,
and spruced up our Office. We hope
you will let us know what we are doing
well and what we can do better. And in
the meantime, please help us fund the
necessary upgrades to your office.

Group Services Info
With respect to being listed in the direc-
tories, and as we've said before, it has
been a requirement for some time that
to be listed in the directories, a meeting
have — at minimum — current Group
Contact information filed with caso.
Unfortunately, many Group Contacts
and G srs have moved or changed
phone numbers, leaving meetings with-
out a contact. Please be sure to keep
your meeting information, including
Group Contact and GsRr, current. You
can download forms from our website:
www.ChicagoAA.org or we would be
happy to mail or fax them to you.

CASO Bookstore

Hello, My name is Peter and I just want
to give you all an update from the Chica-
go Area Bookstore.

Please remember: beginning July 1st,
2004, the cost of the hard cover English
Big Book (Bo1) went up in price to $6.00
and the soft cover Big Book (830) went
up to $5.60. Incidentally, these prices
are what they used to be before the ad-
vent of the Fourth Edition, three years
ago. All good things must come to an

end — and it still cheaper than going to a
regular retail store like Borders which
charges twice as much and you have to
pay taxes, too.

Did you ever find yourself wonder-
ing if you have everything you need for
a particular meeting: a Big Book, the 12
&12,a meeting guide, pen and paper,
etc? Wouldn’t it be nice to have these
things all in one neat little stylish carry-
ing caser Well, guess what: the Book-
store’s got ‘em and they’re called
“Meeting Makers.” They come in red,
blue, or black and they make excellent
gifts! Cost $20.00

Things that make you say “Hmmm.”
The other day, this guy came into the
bookstore and asked for a 58-year An-
niversary coin. Imagine that, 58 years of
sobtiety! Silly me, I tell him that we
don’t have any and that they (our coin
vendor) do not make them that high in
years. Then something happened. I had
a thought. What if our coin vendor ac-
tually does sell coins that high in years?
Following this train of thought, I called
our vendor and guess what: sure as so-
briety, they sell them! Ilearned a valu-
able lesson and I concur with the last
paragraph on page 568 in the Big Book.
When you get a chance, look it up for
yourself. If you don’t have a copy you
can buy one from the Bookstore. It’s
just going to cost you a $1.00 more.

Sincerely,
Peter H.
Bookstore Manager CASO

|
CASO BooKSTORE HOURS:
Open Monday-Friday, 8:45 A.M.—4:45 P.M.

Open on the following Saturdays in 2004,
9:00 A.M.—NOON:

September 11 & 25
Octoberg & 23
November 6 & 20
December 4 & 18

Note: The Bookstore will be CLOSED FOR
INVENTORY during the following dates:

Tuesday-Thursday, September 28-30
Wednesday-Friday, December 29-31

Founder’s ‘Day

As a newcomet, it is sometimes difficult
for me to comprehend the scope of AA.
I got sober in Chicago. When I think of
A4, I think of it as it exists in Chicago.
My hope was that in making this pilgri-
mage to Akron, Ohio for “Founder’s
Day,” I would gain a better understand-
ing of the history of Alcoholics Anony-
mous.

When we pulled into the city of
Akron, road-weary and bleary eyed, we
were immediately greeted by the rumble
of the Harleys. It seemed that sober bik-
ers had taken over. We found our way to
a huge white tent with “Friends of Bill
W.” airbrushed across the back, and we
knew we were on the right path. The
tent housed a wide array of A a-related
memorabilia and bric-a-brac; everything
from dangly Serenity Prayer earrings to
T-shirts stating, “Bill W. rode a Harley.”
It was obvious that my concept of Aa
was about to get an overhaul.

Alcoholics were everywhere, easily
distinguishable by the lime green
“Founder’s Day” ribbons affixed to their
chests. We made our way to registration,
and came upon the first glitch in our
plans. My partner in crime, a fellow
Founder’s Day first-timer, had not pre-
registered. As a result, he did not have a
ticket to Saturday’s big meeting. The re-
sponse to this event was so great, many
enthusiasts found themselves in the
same predicament.

The meeting was set to take place in
the JAR auditorium, which could ac-
commodate a mere 5,000 onlookers. As
there were approximately 10,000 partici-
pants, the meeting had to be broadcast
to satellite auditoriums all over the uni-
versity campus. Those who found them-
selves without tickets to any of these
satellites were resigned to watch the
meeting from the cafeteria. Many did
not give up so easily, and they set out to
procure “big meeting” tickets with zeal
reminiscent of a Dead show. “I need
two!” cried the displaced alcoholics. “1
need a miracle!” screamed others. One
gentleman even adorned himself with a
placard which read, “I Need Big Tick-
ets” in an attempt to score some big
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meeting tickets. People got desperate,
and money started to change hands. All
of this for an AA meeting? I was both
baffled and thrilled to see such extreme
enthusiasm for a meeting of Alcoholics
Anonymous.

We settled into our satellite seats,
waiting to see what all that commotion
was about. I was delighted to discover
that some women friends of mine from
Chicago were in the same auditorium.
These women had been instrumental in
my sobriety, and it was exhilarating to
share this experience with them. I was
flooded with gratitude. A sobriety
countdown took place in each of the
satellites. In our auditorium there was a
man with only 1 day sober — he was giv-
en a Big Book. There was also a woman
with 5o years of sobriety — she was given
a standing ovation that nearly brought
the house down.

After the meeting there was an abun-
dance of social activities to choose
from. There were two dances, sober
cookouts, gatherings at Alano Clubs and
Alcathon meetings. The campus was
hopping into the early morning hours.

Sunday’s festivities started at the
crack of dawn with a motorcycle pro-
cession to Dr. Bob’s grave. Locals
looked on from their porches in wide-
eyed wonderment. Many drank beer —
perhaps in our honor. Thousands gath-
ered at the grave site to pay their re-
spects. The huge turnout gave no ind-
cation of the late night festivities of the
evening before. A brief intro was given,
telling the tale of the first meeting of
Bill W. and Dt. Bob, as well as the histo-
ry of the Founder’s Day gathering. A
bagpiper began to play “Amazing
Grace,” and the attendees sang along,
As I'looked out onto the crowd, I saw
that many were weeping openly, and I
finally saw what Founder’s Day was all
about: gratitude. These people had trav-
eled from all over the world in order to
express their appreciation for the gifts
that Alcoholics Anonymous has given
to its sober alcoholics. I was over-
whelmed.

After the ceremonies, we made our
way to Dr. Bob’s house, which was dec-
orated with a giant “Welcome Home”
banner. Itis truly inspirational to be

able to explore such an important foun-
dation in AA’s history. From there we
made our way back to the final meeting
of the weekend, which was a lead on
spirituality.

Ileft Akron feeling extremely plug
-ed into aa. I got to meet sober alco-
holics from all over the wotld, and share
in their experiences. I gained an under-
standing of how this program came to
pass—not just as it is outlined in out text,
but by experiencing its birthplace first-
hand. Most importantly, I left Akron
with a profound sense of gratitude. Al-
coholics Anonymous has given me my
life back, and I was lucky enough to see
where it all began.

—~Carey R.

‘Delegate’s Report

This is a very exciting time in Area 19;
we have many things going on. District
picnics, workshops, the Illinois State
Convention, The All Chicago Open,
just to name a few.

In addition, we will be nominating
two candidates for Trustee, one for
Trustee at Large, and a second candi-
date for East Central Regional Trustee.
There will also be a Class A (non-alco-
holic) Trustee position. All Trustee po-
sitions will be filled next year at the
General Service Conference. In the
event more than one candidate steps
forward, we normally hold elections for
nominations at our November cAsa
meeting, In addition to the Trustees, we
have two non-trustee director positions
(for the Aaws Corporate Board and the
AA Grapevine Board), which will also be
filled following the 55th General Service
Conference.

We have begun the process of assist-
ing anyone or any group which may wish
to stay in the same hotel in Toronto at
the International Convention of Alco-
holics Anonymous 2005. We are hoping
that we can arrange for a large group of
Chicagoans to all be in one hotel. There
is a definite process which has to be fol-
lowed; for more information, you can
contact the downtown office and you
will be directed to the committee that is
setting up the application.

This Labor Day weekend, District
9 /17 and District 7 will be hosting a
Sponsorship Workshop. Three of the
top speakers in the country will be shar-
ing their experience of working with
others. I feel this will benefit many from
our Area as I have seen the changes in
how groups function in the past five
years. Sponsorship has led the way in
which members interact: not only at the
group level and in their personal lives,
but also at the service level. Service is the
Secret. . .as is stated on the lapel pins we
see so often at our service events - and
sponsorship is the first step in that di-
rection.

Later in the month, District 1 will be
hosting their annual workshop on spon-
sorship, so it is quite evident that this
has been an effective activity at the Dis-
trict level, and I hope we will see every-
one at these events.

Also a SPECTAL SPANISH FORUM
will be held in 2006. More on this in the
future

—Don B.

Panel 53 Area19

REMEMBER: IF ALL YOU DO IS GO
TO MEETINGS, YOU ARE MISSING
TWO-THIRDS OF OUR PROGRAM...
SERVICE IS THE SECRET...WE NEED
YOU!

AA Saved Ny Life

My story is a simple one, not much dif-
ferent than your own. I grew up here in
Chicago’s West Humboldt Park area,
which was a neighborhood that was
flowing with energy and a mixture of
color, class and race. My family moved
there when I was but twelve years old; it
was also the first time that I expetienced
racism. But that is hardly the reason why
I drank. I drank to fitin; I got high to fit
in. All my decisions, in one way or an-
other, were for someone else. I believe
that the people-pleasing started in me a
long time before I even thought of pick-
ing up a drink.

It didn’t help that my mother taught
me that I was “cut from a different
cloth,” since my Nana raised her chil-
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dren in the projects of Chicago butI,
myself, never saw a day in them, what
with my mother being a professor at a
prominent school. I was told that I was
ungrateful, for I never had to know the
pains and heartache which they had to
endure. That really didn’t mean anything
to me. I had become the kind of person
whom I had always looked down on —
which later helped me to realize that 'm
no better than anyone else.

I have come to believe alcoholism
runs in the blood, for I have had two
uncles die of it, and aunt die of it, one
cousin die from the lifestyle and a best
friend die from alcohol poisoning at the
age of 23. Despite these examples, as
well as jails, and love for my girlfriends
and daughter, I would not consider quit-
ting drinking, Alcohol was my master.

I couldn’t understand why it didn’t
feel good anymore. The friend whom 1
could always depend on, turned on me
and became my worst enemy.

When I was a kid, I used to love to go
to the Taste of Chicago — until the sum-
mer when I worked there. Although
there were some times when I did have
fun, it was still work and they made me
work overtime. That is what my addic-
tion was like, with just a lot more pain!

Today, pain has been replaced by
peace. A peace that I never would have
believed possible. I truly wish that I
could put it into words how my life has
changed since I have come to believe in
the Higher Power which this fellowship
has suggested I seck out. How doing
service work has helped to fulfill my
days. How speaking with the newcomer

LIFE: UNMANAGEABLE

and accompanying that person to
his/her first meeting has kept me sober.
To be totally honest, when I first came
to AA, all I wanted to do was to learn
how to drink without messing things up.
Instead, my Higher Power, Aa and its
fellowship have taught me how to be a
father, a lover, an employee, a friend,
and a man. Believe me, I am far from
perfect, yet life in Aa proves that things
will be better.

—Anonymous

L
1 etter to the Editor

I know a man who was raised from the
dead. He was sent by a judge to the aa
meeting I attended. He was, for all prac-
tical purposes, dead. He had nothing
but the clothes on his back and looked
physically ill. I wondered if he would
live to see the morning, I shared my
thoughts with a friend, who reminded
me that I am not in charge. A few
months later, I spotted the man at an-
other meeting. He was clean and well-
dressed and even shared during the
discussion. He stated with humility and
gratitude that his life had been given
back to him.

Resurrection happens all the time,
and all around us: people whose hearts
are beating but whose spirits have been
destroyed discover new life and abun-
dant life. My friend was also at the meet-
ing. I reminded her how terrible the man
looked that day so long ago; she turned
to me and said, “You looked worse.”

I know a man who was raised from

the dead. Actually, I know a lot of peo-
ple who have been raised from the dead.
If you take time to think aboutit, I am
sure you will discover that you do as
well.

—Lou G.

Itasca, 1.

eAll Chicago Open

A couple of years ago, I kept hearing an
announcement at meetings that a com-
mittee was forming for the All Chicago
Open. My sponsor got wind of this and
strongly suggested that I attend the
committee meeting. I went, not know-
ing what to expect, and ended up with a
position. I was pretty new to this kind of
service and had no idea what I was do-
ing. Someone told me, though, that they
don’t give service in AA for what you
know, but for what you can learn.

That first year on the committee was
rough—at least my alcoholism helped
out with that! I wasn’t keeping up on
the things I needed for my commit-
ment; I had to make amends to the
committee for not showing up as a
committee member. I almost gave up on
service, until another alcoholic remind-
ed me: this is why we started planning
events so far in advance, because alco-
holics like me are slow on the follow-
through.

Three days before that All Chicago
Open, my grandfather passed away.

I almost did not make it to the Open, as
it was on the same day as my grandpa’s
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funeral. But everyone was insisting that
I still show up, so I did. I danced the
night away afterwards, in his honor.

At the end of that Open, I found out
the committee wanted to make this a
two-year commitment. I took this as an
opportunity to do a better job the next
yeat, helping to put on Chicago’s largest
annual meeting;

Afterwards, the Committee on Con-
ferences was looking for a new Chair
for the All Chicago Open Committee.
Since I had already served on the com-
mittee for two years, I met the require-
ment. At my sponsor’s suggestion, 1
went to stand for the position. It has
been an amazing experience so far. 1
still don’t know what I am doing, but I
have Aa’s vast experience to help me out
and a great committee to work with. It
has truly been an honor to serve Chica-
g0 AA in this way.

—Julia O.

Second City Round-Up

A great time was had by all...Over 1,000
people attended the inaugural Second
City Round-Up over Memorial Day
weekend, May 28—30, 2004, at the
Palmer House hotel. Attendees were
from not only Chicago and Illinois, but
Michigan and Wisconsin, as well. There
were panels on sponsorship, finances,
relationships and family. The main A4
speakers included Polly P., Clancy 1., and
Dick M. Clancy also moderated an
“old-timers” panel. The Al-Anon speak-
er was Faye S. Many Chicago Area
committees were represented at tables
where Aa members could sign up for
service work. This included the Arc-
hives Committee, with its extensive dis-
play of photographs, books, and letters
of Aa history.

One of the biggest hits was “Friday
VAAuriety,” the Friday night show. Com-
ing from our very own pool of Chicago
AA talent, the comedy was hilarious, the
music rockin’, and the audience had “a
vast amount of fun.” It was the talk of
the conference. The dance was great fun
and a celebration of the success of the
conference.

Thank you, thank you to the commit-
tee members, to the many volunteers,
the Area and its committees, all of the
speakers and panelists, as well as enter-
tainers who were a true team. Thanks,
too, to all who attended. Through both
fun and seriousness, the Second City
Round-Up carried the message of AA.
Our hope is that the Area will want to
do it again in 20006!

—Marena M.

O
Public Information Committee
Larry F; Chatr

I'am coming to the end of my term as
chair of the Public Information Com-
mittee. I have been honored to have
been intimately involved with the com-
mittee’s work for about four years, three
of them as chair (because the previous
chair resigned midterm). I have learned
alot and I'leave this position with some
questions and concerns.

The work of the Public Information
Committee is directly tied to several of
the traditions. In part because of this,
the Committee sponsored three work-
shops on the traditions over the past
few years. Working with others in devel-
oping these workshops taught me a lot
about the traditions, especially as vati-
ous trusted servants — John G, Jim E
and many others — shared their experi-
ence with the traditions. And then there
was the traditions play, non-conference
approved, but helpful vehicle for illumi-
nating the traditions. And finally, there is
the videotape, Bill Discusses the Twelve
Traditions, around which we organized
one of the workshops; I am always
moved when I watch this tape and I
have watched it at least a dozen times.

Of all the traditions, the eleventh is
certainly the most relevant. Here it is in
its long form:

Our relations with the general public should
be characterized by personal anonymity. We
think AA. ought to avoid sensational adyer-
tising. Our names and pictures as A.A. mem-
bers ought not be broadcast, filmed, or publicly

printed. Our public relations should be gnided
by the principle of attraction rather than pro-

motion. 1here is never need to praise onrselyes.
We feel it better to let our friends recommend us.

Several times other members of the
committee and I have been asked why
we worked with radio and v stations to
get public service announcements about
AA run. The usual question — some-
times it was closer to an accusation —is
whether we were promoting AA. I have
come to appreciate very much Peg M’s
remark: You can’t be attracted to Aa if
you don’t know about it.

But even if you know about a4 in
the Chicago area, it is not always easy to
find out critical and necessary informa-
tion about how to contact AA. If you
are going to call AA, you may or may not
find the number for caso in the phone
book — it depends on where you live in
Cook county and which phone book
you happen to pick up. If you go to the
internet and seatrch for Alcoholics
Anonymous on sbe.com, you will find
numbers for caso along with two num-
bers for the Spanish speaking and three
additional numbers for phones located
on Olive and Commercial streets and
one in Schaumberg. If I use Yahoo Yel-
low Pages and put in my hometown,
Homewood, the number for caso
shows up with several others listed un-
der Alcoholics Anonymous, some of
them numbers for treatment centers.
This problem with telephone numbers
tfor Alcoholics Anonymous is a major
problem and deserves sustained atten-
tion from the Area Assembly and aa
members in Area 19 generally. The
phone is our lifeline.

I have found some practices that ap-
pear to be peculiar to the Chicago area
to be frustrating. At times I have en-
countered what I interpreted to be a ret-
icence or a reluctance to share inform-
ation with the public about A A, particu-
larly information about the location and
times of closed aa meetings. This was
very evident in the discussions about
putting such information on the web.
And it still is in our policy of selling di-
rectories only to those who identify as
alcoholics or A as. Yet, [ know that in
many parts of the country, closed meet-
ing information is not only listed on the
internet, but typically published in local
newspapers. (Indeed, conference ap-
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proved public service announcements
have historically had the tag line: “Look
us up in the phone book or in your
newspapet.”) While the traditions speak
to questions of personal anonymity,
they do not suggest — at least as I read
them — that Alcoholic Anonymous
should be anonymous or that informa-
tion about the location and times of any
meeting, open ot closed, should be kept
from the public.

Whatever position you take regarding
these matters, I believe it is time for an
open and sustained discussion of what
kind of information the Chicago Area
wants to share with the public —and, as
important as what information — mak-
ing explicit the reasons behind that deci-
sion so that all members, who care to,
can understand why we do what we do.

For myself, I want to be very careful
that I do not presume to know how
someone’s Higher Power will get anyone
to AA. And I hope I will be ever mindful
that access to information about how to
reach A A has been a life and death mat-
ter for me and many others I know and,
further, that this information will con-
tinue to be a life and death matter for
those alcoholics who are currently suf-
fering or will be in the future.

TELEPHONE CALLS FOR MAY & JUNE 2004
Help for themselves 101

Help for others 368
Meeting information 2808
Fellowship information 172
Literature 785
Miscellaneous 1651
ToTAL 5885

NUMBERS OF TELEPHONE VOLUNTEERS AT CASO BY SHIFT FOR MAY & JUNE 2004

Monday  Tuesday = Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  Sunday
gam-1pm 26 30 32 23 17 10 7
1-5pm 13 37 26 29 25 13 7
5-9pm 16 6 13 9 8 9 8
Totals 55 73 71 61 50 32 22
Grand Total 364
| . .
Volunteers for May, %Sjﬁl ¢ %i};e\;
June & July Nan O Nat W
Nicole P Oren S
Caso would like to recognize the Pat P Peter L
following Aa members and groups, who ~ Ray P Rhonda
volunteered their time to serve at the Rob R Ron H
Office during May, June & July: Rose Ruben C
Sarah M Sean W
Alan R Andrea Steve | Sue M
Andy K Bill B Sue S Tom M
Bob B Bob H Victotia C Wiley H
Bob K Brian F Young People’s Big Book
Caroline R Catherine N Men’s Fireside
Cathy R Cecelia
Christina | Christina R
Christopher T Clay L
Connie S Cory M
Dave P David R
Debra B Dorothy H
Dylan H Eric F
Erik M Erling P
Frank M Gayle F
Gene B GeoV
GregM Gwendolyn K
Heather P Holly B
Jack F Jason K
Jerry M Jim F
Jim H JimK
Joe H Joe S
John B John F
John R Jorge
Juan V Julio O
Katherine N Kathleen O
Kathy M Kevin F
Kevin T Kristin
Mark B Mary G
Matthew P Mautreen D
Meredith C Michael B








